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‘Chree Communidies = One Parish
(St Francis Kavier’'s, Arncliffe, St Gadriel's, Bexley & St Joseph’s, Rockdale)

13Th SUNOAY IN OROINARY TIODE - YEAR A - 27 & 28 JUNE 2026

Parish Priest — Fr Yacub Barkat Assistant Parish Priests — Fr Norvin Dias and Fr Miguel Perez Campos
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PARISD OFICE: 13 Parker St, Rockdale 2216. Phone: 9567 1558

Parish website: www.mmrc.org.au Email: admin@mmrc.org.au

Office Staff: Ms Fransiska Widjaja and Mrs Monica Chappell

Office hours: Monday to Thursday: 9am to 1pm (please phone before coming in.)
SCHOOLS: St Francis Xavier’s Primary, Arncliffe: 9567 5389 — Principal: Ms Debbie Heckenberg

St Gabriel’s Primary, Bexley: 9502 1932 - Principal: Ms Catherine Hodgins
St Joseph’s Primary, Rockdale: 9599 2541 - Principal: Ms Rachelle Dopson

ARNCLIFFE ROCKDALE BEXLEY
WEEKEND MASSES | 5.00pm Saturday 6.30pm Saturday | -=—-—-
Saturday Vigil 9.00am 9.00am (Italian) 10.30am 9.00am
Sunday Masses 12.00pm (First Sunday only Urdu) 5.00pm
6.00pm (Third Sunday only Filipino)
9.00am Wednesday 7.00pm Tuesday (Devotions, 9.00am Monday
9.00am Friday Exposition, Benediction 9.30am Thursday
WEEKDAY MASSES & Rosary from 5.30pm) | 9.00am Saturday
9.00am Thursday (Benediction at 8.45am)
4.00 — 4.30pm 5.30 — 6.00pm
CONFESSIONS 27 & 4 Saturday of the Month | 1%t & 3™ Saturday of the Month 8.00 —8.40am Saturday
10.00am 11.30am 10.00am
BAPTISMS 1%t Sunday of the month 2" Sunday of the month 3" Sunday of the month
Please phone the Parish Office to make an enquiry or booking on 9567 1558 during office hours.
WEDDINGS Monday to Saturday by appointment.
1%t Reading: Kings 4:8-11, 14-16; 2™ Reading: Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Gospel: Mt 10:37-42

RESPONSORIAL PSALD - Ps 88:2-3,16-19
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

HOLY FATHER’S APPEAL (PETER’S PENCE)
This Monday, 29" of June is the Solemnity of Saints Peter
and Paul. Next weekend, 4 & 5 July, there will be a third
collection at all the Masses. There are envelopes on the
seats, so please take one home and return it next weekend.
The money collected from across the Archdiocese will be
forwarded directly to the Holy See via the Archdiocesan

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,

that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. K/

Happy the people who acclaim such a king,

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,

who find their joy everyday in your name,

who make your justice the source of their bliss. K/

For it is you, O Lord, who are the glory of their strength;
it is by your favour that our might is exalted:

for our rules is in the keeping of the Lord;

our king in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel. R/

GOSPEL ACCLAQATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy people. Praise God who called you out of
darkness and into his marvellous light.
Alleluia!

FATHER YACUB’S SURGERY
Father Yacub has had his first cataract surgery this N
week to improve his vision. Please continue to keep \:

him in your prayers as he heals.
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Chancery. The money will enable Pope Leo to support his
charitable and pastoral ministries throughout the world.
There will be special envelopes on the seats for this
collection next weekend.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

This weekend we congratulate the parish children

who received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for this

first time at special Masses. We thank most sincerely,

Mrs Monique Cohen, the Catechists and assistants

who prepared the children, their class teachers and school
staff who supported them and those who prepared our
churches, music and the liturgies for this important day. We
also thank Father Yacub, Father Norvin and Father Miguel.

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
This Sunday is the last opportunity for giving this
financial year, 27 & 28 June. No donations will be
received after today Masses for this financial year. Also,
any donations brought to the Parish Office cannot be
accepted for this financial year. There are still a few boxes
of envelopes for the new financial year to be collected.
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HOW THE PARISH USES YOUR DONATIONS —
COLLECTIONS AT MASS
First Collection
Supports ALL priests in the Sydney Archdiocese
Easter, Christmas, wedding and baptism offerings are all
added to the first collection. This is passed on to the
Archdiocese.

Second Collection

Supports all OUR Parish expenses

Your donations through the planned giving envelopes, all
cash placed on the plate, and the tap-and-go machines
make up the second collection. This money is used in our
parish to cover ALL parish expenses and to support
pastoral activities. Expenses include administration,
insurance, utilities, staff salaries, priests’ car expenses, and
the repair and maintenance of all parish buildings.

Parish expenses include insurance, utilities, staff salaries,
priests’ car expenses, the repair and maintenance of all
buildings (churches, halls, presbyteries, convent and
office), etc. Note that the parishes must operate within its
own income and cannot draw money for expenses from any
source other than parish income.

In addition, any shortfall in the yearly target set by the
Archdiocese for the Charitable Works Fund (CWF) has to
be covered by this collection. As our parishes do not meet
the CWF target, funds are directed to the shortfall each
year.

Special Collections

The Parish does not retain any money from these
collections. These include Charitable Works Fund Appeals,
Holy Father’s Collection, Catholic Mission, St Vincent de
Paul Society and Caritas/Project Compassion.

Thank You for your parish support

We ask you to please think about how you can best support
our parish? Your ongoing generosity and support of the
parish is gratefully acknowledged, and we respect that
everyone’s circumstances are different; therefore, please
know that you are not expected to give any more than is
reasonable.

EUCHARIST 28 PRAYER

Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you for the gift of your real
presence in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Grant us
the grace to receive you reverently, worship you truly and
serve you with hearts renewed. By the power of the Holy
Spirit strengthen us, so that as you gave yourself to the
Father and to us, we too may offer our lives to God and to
others. Inspire and help us to serve you in those who are
in need, especially the defenceless and homeless, the
lonely and lost. Unite us with your sacrifice of the Mass, so
that we may truly become what we have received, the
Body of Christ, Amen

SISTINE CHAPEL IMMERSIVE EXHIBITION

The Sistine Chapel Immersive Exhibition will be presented
on the forecourt of St Mary’s Cathedral in Sydney, until
Sunday, 19 July, For the first time, visitors will step inside
a purpose-built structure that evokes the breathtaking scale
and splendour of the Sistine Chapel, using cutting-edge
projection technology and ultra-high-resolution imagery
sourced directly from the Vatican archives. The exhibition
unfolds across two distinct spaces. The Introductory
Gallery offers an informative and engaging journey
through the history, architecture, and purpose of the Sistine
Chapel from its construction in the 15th century to its role
in papal conclaves and its enduring significance as one of
the world’s most celebrated artistic achievements.
The Immersive Projection Chamber, the centrepiece of the
exhibition, presents a spectacular digital recreation of the
chapel’s interior. Surrounded by artistic masterpieces on a
monumental scale and accompanied by guided narration,
visitors are drawn into the sweeping story of salvation
depicted in one of the most extraordinary works of sacred
art ever created. Tickets and information can be found at:
https://sistinechapelsydney.com.au/

THIS WEEK IN THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY
Census invitation unites faith leaders
Homelessness memorial honours those forgotten
Mary Healy sees signs of renewal
The young Catholics reaching millions online
Why newlyweds need a village

VIVALDI'S GLORIA

Gloria is an evening of magnificent sacred choral music,
performed by over 40 singers and accompanied by a
chamber orchestra. The programme spans over 500 years
of sacred music and culminates in Vivaldi's Gloria,
performed by choir, soloists and chamber orchestra. In an
age when authentic sacred music plays an increasingly
important role in the life of the Church, we hope this
concert will offer an opportunity for people to encounter
the richness of our musical and spiritual heritage.
One night only. Friday, 17 July at 7.00pm in St Anne's
Catholic Church, 47 Mitchell Street, North Bondi. Tickets
are available at https://www.trybooking.com/DMGXK

VENERABLE MARY AIKENHEAD ORATION 2026
Mary Aikenhead Ministries invites you to the Venerable
Mary Aikenhead Oration 2026 with a keynote
on Optimistic or Overwhelmed? Engaging in Tech in an
Age of Optimisation to be delivered by A. Prof Victoria
Lorrimar, Director of the Centre for Technology & Human
Futures at the University of Notre Dame. This will be held
on Thursday, 23 July. There is a Welcome Reception at
5.00pm with the Oration from 6.00 — 7.30pm which
includes a Q & A. ((Online event will commence at
6:00pm). Details and registration:
https://maryaikenheadministries.com.au/venerable-mary-
aikenhead-oration-2026/

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK IN OUR PARISHES
We have several parishioners who are suffering from
cancer and other serious illnesses, and we ask that you
please keep them all in your prayers.

ANNIVERSARIES: Nancy Fabien, Mary Basha,
Antonietta Colella, Pasquale Guerrieri, Joseph Duggan,
Joseph Teo, Cecilia Wong, Anthony Teo, Ee Kong Watt,
Andrew Ang,

We especially remember those for whom Masses have
been requested, those in our Memorial Books and all
our deceased relatives, friends, parishioners and
benefactors. May they all rest in peace, Amen.

“I cannot forget that there is a dear God watching
over us.” 3.4.1871
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